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only accounts in English that contain anything more than a mere outline 
of Descartes' s life and activity have been the volume in "Blackwood's 
Philosophical Classics " by Professor Mahaffy, and the translation of Kuno 
Fischer's Descartes : His Life and Doctrine. The English form of the 
latter' s work seems to have been unknown to Miss Haldane, as also Pro- 
fessor Torrey's volume of selections with introductory chapters in Sneath's 
"Series of Modern Philosophers" (1892). But even when everything 
hitherto existing is reckoned in, it is obvious that there was a very real 
need of a new and more complete account of Descartes' s life and work. 
Miss Haldane' s book seems to me well-proportioned and well- written. 
The most recent sources of information have been utilized, and the material 
arranged in clear and orderly fashion. The accounts of the philosophical 
standpoint and contents of the important works are clear, coherent, and 
well-suited to the general plan and purpose of the volume, which is intended 
quite as much for the general reader as for the special student of philos- 
ophy. The book is to be welcomed as a real and valuable addition to the 
literature of philosophy. J. E. C. 

Science and Idealism. By Hugo MOnsterberg. Boston and New York, 
Houghton, Mifflin, & Company, 1906. — pp. vi, 71. 

This little book gives the text of a lecture delivered last winter before 
the students of Yale University. In it Professor Miinsterberg indicates in 
brief compass his position in regard to certain fundamental philosophical 
problems, restating in somewhat popular form the theories of the relation 
of science to experience, and of the classification of the sciences, which are 
already familiar to readers of the books and articles which he has published 
during the last few years. The form of this presentation is admirably clear 
and direct. Moreover, it is throughout dignified and earnest, as becomes 
an address on serious topics, and does not seek to gain popularity and effec- 
tiveness by the adoption of slang or of phrases caught up from the man on 
the street. In these respects, at least, this little book may serve as a model 
for philosophical writers of the present day. 

In vigorous terms Professor Miinsterberg characterizes the current 
theories of relativity and prescribes the remedy. ' ' We all know the new 
sophists who to-day call themselves empiriocriticists and humanists and 
pragmatists. With them belong the radical ' empiricists ' and the ' rela- 
tivists ' and the ' aristocracists ' of Germany and their sympathizers in 
England and America. . . . Free agents we are, they acknowledge, but 
free agents which know no standards and absolute values ; and, as hap- 
pens so often in transition periods, our pragmatists are hardly aware of their 
little virtues, but make a boast of their vices. . . . They feel the Life, 
but they lack the Reason. They want to teach us, and yet warn us against 
the belief in truth ; they want to convince us, and yet assure us that they 
have no convictions. By a complete misunderstanding of transcendental 
philosophy, they are frightened by curious caricatures of idealism. . . . 
But these attacks, well-known for two thousand years, are dangerous no 
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longer, as the world knows to-day a completely safe remedy for them : the 
unprejudiced study of Kant and Fichte " (pp. 26-29). Professor Miinster- 
berg might have added the study of Plato and Aristotle and of Hegel to his 
prescription. Indeed, how much of the • originality ' of the present day 
would be happily destroyed by a thorough study of the history of philosophy ! 
There is undoubtedly a certain dogmatic tone in the author's criticisms, 
as well as in the statement of his own views. This was perhaps unavoid- 
able on the present occasion. But there is something in the manner as 
well as in the matter of Professor Munsterberg's writing which reminds one 
forcibly of Fichte, the master whom he acknowledges. It is not necessary 
here to give an account of the position of the book. As readers of the 
Review are aware, the cornerstones of the author' s theory are voluntarism 
and the system of absolute values. What is here set forth is scarcely more 
than a statement of a standpoint and a summary of results. A new book, 
however, is soon to be published by the author, and to it we must look for 
the systematic exposition and support of the views here summarily stated. 

J. E. C. 

L' attention. (Bibliotheque internationale de psychologie experimentale.) 

Par W. B. Pillsbury. Paris, Octave Doin, 1906. — pp. 315. 

The high standard of excellence set by the previous volumes of this ser- 
ies has been fully maintained in the present instance. The descriptive 
portions of the text are presented clearly and attractively, and the numerous 
discussions are for the most part based upon sharply stated issues and con- 
ducted with a conservative fairness and a convincing soundness. The volume 
succeeds in being what its author aimed to make it, a comprehensive and 
systematic bringing up to date of the results of various researches on 
attention, and a statement of a theory which tries to ground itself solidly 
upon the facts. A refreshing feature of the book is that the descriptive 
analysis is directed largely to the familiar happenings of every day life, and 
not primarily to the more artificial experiences of the laboratory. These 
latter facts, however, receive abundant recognition in the sections devoted 
to theory. 

Abandoning the usual classifications of the textbooks, Professor Pills- 
bury advances at once to an analysis of the results themselves which the 
process of attention secures. Whether the primary result of this process 
is to be described as a heightening of intensity or as an increase in clear- 
ness, the author declares it impossible to determine absolutely. He him- 
self leans decidedly to the latter view. 

After a brief description of the motor phenomena accompanying atten- 
tion, the author proceeds in the third chapter to prepare the way for his 
entire subsequent treatment by discussing the conditions of attention. 
These are divided into two classes, the objective and the subjective. The 
most important of the former is change of intensity. The subjective condi- 
tions are more difficult to discover, but their exposition is particularly illu- 
minating and characteristic. What we shall at any moment select from the 



